Long-Term Survival After Coverage With Prevertebral Fascia for Abdominal Aortic Stump Closure.
Abdominal aortic graft-enteric fistula is an uncommon but grave complication. Acceptable early results of its management have been reported in recent years, but aortic stump disruption remains a dreaded problem in the remote period. This report describes a case of a 71-year-old male with graft-enteric fistula following after a distant abdominal aortic aneurysm repair. The patient underwent 1-stage operation with extra-anatomic bypass preceding the complete removal of the infected aortic graft and intestinal repair. For coverage of the aortic stump closure, the prevertebral fascia was harvested as a flap and was successfully used to buttress the closure. Additionally, omental wrap was secured around the stump and around the area after complete graft removal. Postoperative intravenous antibiotic with meropenem was administered for 8 weeks, followed by suppression with ongoing oral antibiotic with trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole for 6 months. Although sigmoidectomy and the left ureteral reconstruction were required, the patient is doing well without recurrent infection and without stump disruption after 8 years of follow-up.